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INTRODUCTION. 



The object of this compendium is to condense the narrative within 
small compass, by showing the main features at a glance ; to oblige 
students to compose for themselves, and to give the teacher, as well as 
the pupil, a ready means of refreshing the memory. It is intended 
that in using it, the Bible text should first be carefully studied ; 
for this is the principal object of Scripture examinations. The 
Cambridge Syndicate and the Delegacy of Oxford have complained in 
their reports, of the vague knowledge of Bible phraseology displayed 
by the candidates. To help in remedying this, important phrases, 
sentences, and words are noted down, and to these the candidates must 
pay particular attention ; finding their signification and the occasions 
OQ which they were uttered, and always studying them in relation to 
the context. 



THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 



First of the Historical Books* — written, probably, by Joshua, 
possibly, however, by Samuel or Jeremiah — a history of Israel 
under Joshua as general and governor (25 years). 

Four Parts. 

I. Joshua's Commission. 

II. Conquest of Canaan. 

III. Distribution of the land. 

IV. Farewell and Death of Joshua. 



Part I. 

JOSHUA'S COMMISSION (Chapter i., 1-9). 

*' Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying " : 
"Go over this Jordan, thou and all this people." 
"From the wilderness [on the south] and this [Mount] Lebanon 
[on the north] unto the great river, the river Euphrates [on the 
east], all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea [the 
Mediterranean} toward the going down of the sun [on the 
west] shall be your coast" 

" I will be with thee, I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." 
" This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night" 



Part II. 

CONQUEST OF CANAAN (Chapters i.-xii.). 

Joshua reminds Eeuben, Gad, and East Manasseh of their 
obligation to leave their families and join the armies of the 
other tribes. 

Rahab and the Spies (Chapter ii.).— Two spies sent by 
Joshua to report concerning Jericho are lodged by Rahab in 

* The Historical Booki are Joshua, Judges, Buth, 2 Books of Samuel, 2 Books of 
Kings, 2 Books of Chronicles, £»ra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 
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her own house ; their surrender is demanded by the king of 
Jericho, who being misdirected hunts for them to the Fords of 
Jordan. Rahab lets them down by a cord from her window, 
tells them that the wonders of their God in the Bed Sea, and 
against Sihon and Og, had made the people faint, and extorts 
from them a solemn promise that they will save her house when 
Jericho is taken. 

This takes place while the host is encamped in the plains of 
Acacia trees in the land of Moab, and close to the Jordan on 
the east side of it. (Abel Shittim means the plains of Acacias : 
see Numb, xxxiii, 49.) 

The Passage of the Jordan (Chapters iiL, iv.).— Three days 
after the spies bad made their report, the host begin to move 
forward, the priests bearing the ark about a mile in front. As 
soon as the priests' feet touch the Jordan a wondrous sight is 
seen, the current is suddenly arrested ; on the right the waters 
become piled heap on heap, on the left the bed of the river 
drains dry to the Dead Sea. The priests take up their stand 
in mid-channel and the host passes on before them. When the 
last person has crossed, twelve men, one from each tribe, take 
up on their shoulder a stone out of the bed of the river, that a 
memorial may be set up of this day. Last of all the priests 
bring up the rear, and then the waters of the Jordan flow on 
harmlessly. 

The host next encamp at Gilgal, and there the memorial of 
twelve stones is set up. 

The People Oircumdsed (Chapter v.). — The "reproach 
of Egypt " is rolled away by the rite of circumcision. 

The Passover kept — 14th Nizan (end of March). 

Manna Stopped — " They did eat of the old com of the 
land on the morrow after the Passover, unleavened cakes and 
parched corn in the self-same day. And the manna ceased on 
the morrow after they had eaten of the old com." 

The Sie^fe of Jericho. — During the investment of Jericho 
Joshua saw, in a vision or otherwise, the Captain of the Host 
of Jehovah, who gave him instructions how the capture of 
Jericho was to be efibcted. (See the close of chapter v., and 
read it with chap, vi) 

The armed host marched round the city once in silence, and 
then retumed to their camp. This they did for six days. On 



THB BOOK OF JOSHUA. 7 

the seventh day they marched round the city seven times, and 
at a given signal from Joshua the priests blew a long blast, 
and the host " shouted with a great shout" Then the walls 
of the city " fell down flat, so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, and they took the city." 

" And Joshua saved Rahab alive, and her father's house- 
hold ; " and her family continued to dwell among the people 
of IsraeL Rahab afterwards became the mother of Boaz who 
married Ruth the Moabitess. (See the story of Ruth, and 
Matt, i, 5.) 

First and Second Expeditions against Ai (Chapters 

vii., viii.). — ^A small force sent against Ai being signally defeated, 
Joshua in much distress inquires of God : " There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, Israel; thou canst not stand 
before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thmg 



from 



among you. 



Lots are cast to find the offender — tribe by tribe, family by 
family, man by man. Achan, being taken, confesses that he 
coveted a portion of the spoil of Jericho, and appropriated to 
his own use a goodly Babylonish garment, 200 shekels of silver, 
and a wedge of gold. 

He and his household are put to death in the valley of Achor. 

After this a second expedition against Ai proves completely 
successful. 

The Altar on Ebal (Chapter viii., 30-35). — In accordance 
with the instructions given by Moses (Deut. xxvii) Joshua 
erects on Mount Ebal an altar of stones, unhewn and rough, 
and inscribes in plaster upon it a copy of the law. 

The Qibeonites (Chapter ix.). — By an artful stratagem the 
people of Gibeon, who were Hivites, entrap Joshua and the men 
of Israel into an alliance. It is said of Joshua and Israel in 
this matter that "they asked not counsel at the mouth of 
Jehovah." 

The lives of the Gibeonites were spared, but as they had 
made false representations they were condemned — as soon as 
the truth was known about them — to become " hewers of wood 
and drawers of water for the congregation and for the altar of 
Jehovah.** 

Battle of Beth-horon, or Makkedah (Chapter x.).-— 

Adoni-Zedec, King of Jerusalem, and four other Amorite kings 
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join to chastise Gibeon for making terms with the common 
enemy. The result is war between the allies and Israel. We 
are told that '' Jehovah discomfited them before Israel, and 
slew them with a great slaughter." 

The means employed was a storm of hailstone& 
It was during the pursuit of the smitten allies in this battle 
that Joshua spoke these words in the sight of all Israel : ''Sun, 
stand thou still upon Gibeon ; and thou Moon, in the valley of 
Ajalon." 

The five kings were taken prisoners, hanged, and buried the 
same day in a cave where in their flight they had sought 
refuge. 

Battle of Merom (Chapter xi.). — Undeterred by the news 
of the terrible defeat of Adoni-Zedec and his allies in the south, 
Jabin, King of Hazor, the most powerful of the northern states, 
persuaded several other Amorite and Hittite kings to join him 
in making war upon Israel. 

The armies met at or near the waters of Merom. 

" Jehovah delivered them [the allies] into the hand of Israel." 

*' Joshua did unto them as Jehovah bade him; he houghed 
their horses and burnt their chariots with fire." 

Hazor was burnt and the people exterminated. 

The two foregoing campaigns — against Adoni-Zedec, in the 
south, and against Jabin in the north of Palestine-^were the 
most decisive of Joshua's conquests. Other wars and victories, 
less decisive and less easily won, are named. (See vv. 18, 19, 20.) 



SUMMARY OF ISRAEL'S CONQUESTS UNDER MOSES 

AND JOSHUA.— (Chapter xii.) 

Under Moses. 

Sihon, King of the Amorites, east of Jordan (Numb, xxi., 
21-35). 

Ogf King of Bashan, east of Jordan (Reuben, Gad, and East 
Manasseh). 

Under Joshua. 

Thirty-one kings and their territories on the west of Jordan 
(Judab, Simeon, Benjamin, and the remaining tribes). 
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Parts Unconquerbd (Chapter xiii.). 

(a) All the borders of the Philistines, of which the 

chief cities were Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkalon, Gath, 
and Ekron. 

(b) All Geshur. 

Part III. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LAND (Chapters xiiL-xxii.). 

I. East op Jordan. 

Portions of Reuben, Gad, and East Manasseh, two and 

a half tribes — allotted by Moses from the kingdoms of Og, king 
of Bashan, and Sihon, king of the Amorites — from River Aroer 
on the south to Mount Hermon on the north. 

II. West op the Jordan. 

(a) The portions of Caleb and Joshua. 

(b) Judah, Ephraim, and West Manasseh, two and a 

half tribes. 

(c) The remaining seven tribes. 

(d) Cities of Refuge — six cities. 

(e) The portion of the Levites — forty-eight cities. 

(a) The portions of Caleb and Joshua.— Of twelve 

scouts or spies sent out from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land, 
Caleb and Joshua alone brought back an encouraging report. 
Accordingly, these two men alone of that generation lived to 
obtain any possessio i in it (Numb, xiv., 30). Forty-five years 
afterwards, there was given to Caleb by Joshua Hebron (its 
fields and villages), and to Joshua by the people of Israel Tim- 
nath-Serah in Mount Ephraim. 

(b) Judah, Ephraim, and West Manasseh, two and a 

hsJf tribes (Chapter xvil). — Apportioned by lot at Gilgal 
(xiv., 6), before Joshua, Eleazar the High Priest, and the 
Princes. 

(c) The remaining Seven Tribes.— The remainder of 

the land was then surveyed by twenty-one men, three from 
each of the following tribes : Benjamin, Simeon, Issachar, 
Zebulon, Naphtali, Asher, and Dan. Their work done, and 
their report made to Joshua, their portions were assigned 5y lot 
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at Shiloh (i^t Gilgal), in the presence of Joshua, Eleazar, and 
the Princes. 

This is the first written survey on record. 

(d) The Six Cities of Refuge. — Three on each side of 
Jordan. 

West of Jordan, Kedesh, Shechem, Hebron. 

East of Jordan, Bezer, Eamoth-in-Gilead, Golan. 

Their Object. — A refuge from the Avenger of Blood for one 
who slew another unwittingly. On reaching it and telling his 
story to the elders in the gate, he would be instructed to abide 
there till the death of the High Priest. Then, but not till 
then, was he to return to his home and family in peace. 

(e) The Portion of the Tribe of Levi— To the Levites 

were assigned, instead of an inheritance in land — forty-eight 
cities with their suburbs. In these forty-eight the six Cities of 
Refuge were included. The following phrases regarding the 
inheritance of the Levites should be noted : " I am thy part 
and thine inheritance." (Numbers xviii., 20.) ** Among the 
children of Israel they shall have no inheritance." (Numb, 
xviii., 24). 

" The sacrifices of Jehovah (LORD) God of Israel made by 
fire are their inheritance." (Joshua xiii., 14 ; see also Joshua 
xiii., 33, and xviii., 7). 

Reuben, Gad, and East Manasseh return home.— 

After the survey and allotment, the tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and East Manasseh, having now fulfilled their part in the con- 
quest of the land west of the Jordan, received Joshua's blessing 
and their share of the spoils. 

On their way back to the other side of the Jordan they 
erected on its bank an Altar — "a great altar to see to" — intended 
as a witness and a record of the part they had taken in the 
conquest. Their object, however, was misunderstood by the 
other tribes; they were believed to be setting up an altar o: 
worship and sacrifice, and the mistake very nearly led to war. 

The angry warning on the one side was met by a dignified 
explanation and conciliatory language on the other, and the 
trioes separated amicably. The Altar was called Ed, that is, a 
witness. " For," said they, ** it shall be a witness between us 
that Jehovah (LORD) is God." (Chapter xxii.) 
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Part IV. 

FAREWELL AND DEATH OF JOSHUA (Chapter xxiii.). 

Joshua, being near death, assembles the elders and officers of 
all Israel, and — 

1. Reminds them of what God had done for them, and of 

what he yet will do. 

2. Urges them to continue to worship God. 

3. Cautions them against all familiarity with their idola- 

trous neighbours — not to intermarry — not to serve 
their gods — not to swear by them — not to name 
them. 

4. Warns them that if they leave their God He would 

leave them — would not drive out the nations, but 
would let them be a snare to them — would allow all 
evils to come upon them, and they would perish 
from the land. 
Another time he assembles them at Shechem (Chapter xxiv.) 
and — 

1. Recounts the great things God had done for them in 

their early history. — How He had brought Abraham 
to Canaan — afflicted Egypt with plagues to free 
His people — drowned the Egyptian army in the 
Red Sea — changed Balaam*s curse into a blessing — 
had sent the hornet to battle against the two kings of 
the Amorites (Og and Bashan). 

2. Makes a covenant with the people to serve God only- 

" As for me and my house we will serve Jehovah. 

3. Writes this covenant in the Book of the Law, and sets 

up a stone, as a witness of their vows — "A great 
stone under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of 
Jehovah." 

Death of Joshua. — Joshua, the servant of Jehovah, died at 
the age of 110 years, and was buried in his own inheritance of 
Timnath-Serah. 

The name of Joshua is significant. In Numb. xiii. 8, he is 
called Oshea, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim. In 
V. 16, we learn that Moses changed his name to Jehoshua. 
Oshea (or, Hoshea, Deut. xxxii., 44) means "safety," or 
" saviour." The chancre made by Moses gave it the signification 
of " God the Saviour," so making it equivalent to the name 
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Jesus. In two passages of the New Testament (a. v.) the word 
Jesus is used where Joshua is meant and would be more 
appropriate, viz., Acts vii., 45, and Heb. iv., 8. 

Epithets applied to Joshua : in Exod. xxiv., 13, and in 
Joshua i., 1, he is called "Moses* minister;" in Joshua xxiv., 29, 
he is called " the servant of Jehovah (LORD)." 

The name Joshua, like the name Jesus, conveys in itself a 
prediction and promise of deliverance by the person indicated. 
Moses ( = the Law) led the people of Israel out of the bondage 
of Egypt, but left them in the wilderness. Joshua it is who 
leads them to their rest and inheritance. So " the law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." 
(John i, 17.) 

"The character of Joshua kindled the imagination of 
western poets and chroniclers in the Middle Ages — as the devout 
warrior, blameless and fearless; who has been taught by serving 
as a youth how to command as a man ; who earns by manly 
vigour a quiet, honoured old age ; who combines strength with 
gentleness, ever looking up for and obeying the Divine impulse 
with the simplicity of a child, while he wields great power 
and directs it calmly and without swerving, to the accomplish- 
ment of a high unselfish purpose." — [Archdeacon Brovme,) 



WORDS, PHRASES, AND POINTS TO BE SPECIALLY 

NOTED. 

Chapter I. — V. 4 : " The great river, the River Euphrates." 
The same river is referred to as " the flood " in chapter xxiv. 
vv. 2, 3, and 15. "The great sea:" the Mediterranean. 
" All the land of the Hittites : " in Genesis xxiiL the same 
people are called " The children of Heth." 

Chapter II. — V. 1 : " Shittim," that is, Abel-Shittim, see 
Numbers xxxiii. v. 49 ; the plain or meadow of acacia trees. 
V. 1 1 : Rahab's confession of faith : "Jehovah, your God, he is God 
in heaven above, and in earth beneath." V. 18: To ensure the 
deliverance she bargained for, she was to bind a line of scarlet 
thread in the window by which the spies were let down. 

Chapter III. — V. 15 : " Jordan overfloweth all his banks all 
the time of harvest." V. 16 : "The sea of the plain, even the 
salt sea " — that is, the Dead Sea. 

Chapter IV. — V. 3 : " The lodging place," the place where 
the host encamped, viz , Gilgal. V. 12 : "As Moses spake unto 
them," read Numb, xxxii. 20-33. 
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Chaptbr V. — V. 9 : " The reproach of Egypt." For 40 years 

the rite of circumcision had been neglected. While thus out 

of covenant with God, the reproach of Egypt rested upon 

the nation; by renewing the rite that reproach was rolled 

away. Compare this phrase with another, "the reproach of 

Christ," which Moses preferred to the treasures of Egypt, Heb. 

xi. 26. V. 15. : " Loose thy shoe from off thy foot." Compare 

this with the commc^nd given to Moses at the Bumiug Bush, 

Exodus ill. 5. In both cases the reason given is -the same : 

" for the place whereon thou standest is holy." 

Chapter VI. — Note the order of the procession : first the 
armed men, next the priests with trumpets, then the ark, and 
lastly the main body. V. 17: " The city shall be accursed;" 
that is, devoted to some special purpose ; the persons and the 
buildings to destruction, the precious metals to the service of 
the tabernacle. V. 25 : " She (Rahab) dwelleth in Israel imto 
this day." From Matt. i. 5 we learn that she married Salmon 
(of the tribe x)f Judah), and became the mother of Boaz, who 
married Buth, the Moabitess. Y. 26 : Joshua's prediction was 
fulfilled, see 1 Kings, xvi. 34. 

Chapter VII. — Note the means taken to discover the man 
who had brought trouble upon Israel. Lots were cast for the 
tribe, next for the family, then for the household, and last of all 
for the individual. Achan (the serpent) was put to death in 
the valley of Achor (troubling), and is called in 1 Chron. ii., 7, 
'* Achar, the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the thing 
accursed." 

Chapter VIII. — In the case of the city of Ai, the spoil and 
the cattle were to be taken by the victors for their own use ; 
and not, as in the case of Jericho, to be destroyed. The means 
too, by which the city was to be captured, were different. In 
both cases it was doubtless intended that the lessons of 
obedience and trust in Jehovah should be learnt, rather than 
that any precedent should be laid down. V. 13 : "Liers in 
wait," elsewhere called the " liers in ambush," and " the am- 
bush." Compare this story with the capture of Gibeah in 
Judges XX, where the phrase "liers in wait" occurs frequently. 
V. 29: " The King of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide." 
See the note on the hanging of five kings at Makkedah, chapter 
X., 26. V. 30 : " Joshua built an altar ... in Mount 
Ebal." This was in accordance with instructions laid down by 
Moses, Deut. xxvii. On Mount Ebal all the curses on wicked- 
ness were pronounced ; on Mount Gerizim all the blessings on 
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obedience and trust in Jehovah were pronounced. Ebal and 
Gerizim are separated only by a narrow valley. 

Chapter IX. — In v. 7 the envoys of the Gibeonites are 
called Hivites. In v. 17 we learn that Gibeon was the name of 
only one of their cities, — Kirjath-jearim was another. In 2 
Sam. xxi., 2, the Gibeonites are spoken of as the " Remnants of 
the Amorites." 

Chapter X. — V. 2: " Gibeon [had been] a great city, as 
one of the royal cities." V. 13: "Is not this written in the 
book of Jasher V* The word Jasher is not a proper name as of 
the author, but means the just, the righteous, the upright. In 
the Vulgate it is " Liber justorum." There is another reference 
to this book in 2 Sam. i., 18. " [David] bade them teach the 
children of Judah the use of the bow ; behold, it is written in 
the book of Jasher." These allusions — and one in Numb, xxi, 
14, " the book of the wars of Jehovah," make it clear that some 
books of annals now lost did formerly exist." V. 20 : " Fenced 
cities," that is, cities with walls and gates. Towns that had no 
walls, or only a watchman's tower, were called villages. V. 24. 
" Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings." 
Compare Psalm ex., 1: " Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool" 
V. 26, 27 : " They [the five Kings, Adoni-zedec and his allies] 
were hanging upon the trees until the evening. And it came 
to pass at the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, 
and they took them down off tlie trees." It was contrary to 
the law that a dead body should remain hanging all night. 
" Thou shalt in any wise bury him that day." Deut xxi. 23. 

Chapter XL — V. 2 : " The plains south of ChinnerotL" 
Chinnereth in Numb xxxiv., 11. The word me&ns harp, harps, 
from its resemblance to the shape of a harp. In the New 
Testament it is called Gennesareth, also the Sea of Galilee, also 
the Sea of Tiberias. V. 11 : "He [Joshua] burnt Hazor with 
fire." As the principal city of the kings in the north of 
Palestine, this city, its fate, and the name of its king should be 
remembered. Of Jabin and of Hazor more is to be noted later on. 
See Judges iy. V. 13 : "As for the cities that stood still in 
their strength, Israel burned none of them." It is not very 
clear what is meant by the phrase " standing still in their 
strength." 

Chapter XII. — A summary of the conquests of Moses and 
of Joshua. 



J 



THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 15 

Chapter XIIL— V. 3 : " The five lords of the Philistines, 
that is, the lords of Gaza, of Ashdod, of Eshkalon (or Ashkalon), 
of Gath, and of Ekron/' V. 9 : " The city that is in the midst of 
the river." The same phrase occurs in v. 16. Probably the 
phrase is descriptive of Aroer. It may, however, mean Ar, or 
Heahbon. 

Chapter XIV. — ^V. 6 : " Moses, the man of God j " v. 7 : 
"Moses, the servant of Jehovah;" epithets used by Caleb in 
speaking of the great Lawgiver. V. 15: " Kirjath-arba," the 
City of Arba. So Kirjath-jearim, the City of Woods ; and 
Kirjath-sepher, the City of Books. " Arba was a great man 
among the Anakim." The Anakim were sons of Anak, and all 
men of great stature. In Chapter xv., 14, we learn that Caleb 
drove out of Kirjath-arba the three sons of Anak. The same 
city is everywhere called also Hebron. 

Chapter XV.— V. 4 : " The river of Egypt." The same 
phrase occurs in v. 47. See also Gen. xv., 18. This is not 
the Nile, but the brook El Arish. V. 8 : " The valley of the 
giants" ; also in chap, xviii., 16. This is the same as the place 
called " The valley of Rephaim." It extends from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem. V. 63 : " The Jebusites dwell with the children 
of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day." In the reign of King 
David, 400 years after Joshua's time, we read of Oman or 
Araunah, a wealthy and loyal Jebusite. See 2 Samuel, xxiv., 
18—23. 

Chapter XVI.— V. 3: "Beth-horon the nether"; v. 5: 
" Beth-horon the upper." The word Beth, in Beth-el, Beth- 
horon, Beth-lehem, &c. means " House." Beth-el, the house of 
God ; Beth-lehem, the house of bread ; Beth-horon, the house 
or place, of caverns. The two Beth-horons were situated near 
a mountain pass, which formed the main approach to the 
interior of the country. Solomon built and fortified them 
"with walls, gates, and bars. "-^2 Chron. viii., 6. 

Chapter XVII. — V. 3: "Noah"; one of the daughters of 
Zelophehad. The story of these women — their petition — and 
the law of inheritance to which it gave rise, should be read in 
Numb. xTvil V. 7 : " En-tappuah," the fountain of the apple 
orchards. So En-hakkore, the fountain of prayer ; En-mishpat, 
the fountain of judgment. 

Chapter XVIII.— V. 1 : " Shiloh " ; the host moved hither 
from Gilgal after the subjugation of the land. V. 6 : "Bring 
the description hither to me." The survey was made by three men 
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from each tribe and brought to Joshua at Shiloh. V. 16 : "The 
valley of the son of Hinnom." A deep narrow glen near 
Jerusalem, used for human sacrifices, then turned into a place 
for burning rubbish. It was also Galled Gehenna and Tophet. 

Chapter XIX. — V. 47 : " Leshem." The same as Laish 
(see Judges xviii., 29). A city at the foot of Mount Hermon. 
In Roman times it was made the capital of Iturea and 
Trachonitis, and was called Ceesarea Philippi. V. 50 : "Timnath- 
serah in Mount Ephraim." The city assigned to Joshua as his 
inheritance. V. 51 : The portions of each tribe were settled by 
lot, in Shiloh, at the door of the tabernacle by Eleazar the 
priest, and Joshua and the representatives of the tribes. 

Chapter XXII.— V. 17: "The iniquity of Peor." This 
refers to the time when the Israelites learned the practices of 
the Moabites, and "were joined to Baal-peor." Numb. xxv. 
V. 19: "The land of the possession of Jehovah wherein 
Jehovah's tabernacle dwelleth." Note here that the deputation 
offered to give up portions of their own settlements to the tribes of 
Reuben, Gad and Mannaseh, if the latter were dissatisfied with 
their inheritance, rather than they should commit a great sin. 
V. 34 : The memorial altar was called " Ed," that is, " a 
witness." 

Chapter XXIII. — V. 10 : " One man of you shall chase a 
thousand." Note the following instances : Shamgar slew six 
hundred Philistines with an ox goad. — ^Judges iil, 31. Samson 
slew a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of an ass. — 
Judges XV., 15. Adino — one of David's captains — slew eight 
hundred men with his spear." — 2 Sam. xxiii., 8. But the phrase 
need not be interpreted literally; it may be understood 
figuratively. When the minstrels sang of Saul and David 
after the defeat of the Philistines, " Saul hath slain his thou- 
sands, and David his ten thousands ;" no more was meant than 
this — Saul is a great warrior, but David is a greater. (See 
1 Sam. xviii., 7.) 

Chapter XXIV.— V. 1 : "The elders of Israel." Here and 
in chap, xxiii., 2 mention is made of "elders," "heads," 
"judges," and "officers." In all countries where a patriarchal 
system exists, the head of the family is the centre on which the 
system turns, from which all authority is derived, to which all 
honour is paid. Among Arabs, the Sheikh — that is, the old man 
— is the highest authority in the tribe. Among the Israelites 
there were officers appointed, according to their fitness and 
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ability, to have command over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and 
tens. They were called judges, rulers, officers. Both in this 
chapter and in the previous one, the selected representatives of 
the whole people are spoken of as **the people," see vv. 2, 16, 19, 
21, 24, 25, 27, 28. V. 2 : "The other side of the flood"— the 
other side of the Euphrates. By comparison with the small 
rivers of Canaan, the body of water carried down by the 
Euphrates would naturally be regarded as a flood. V. 7 : " Ye 
dwelt in the wilderness a long season ; " that is, forty years, — 
see chap, v., 6. Y. 10 : "I would not hearken unto Balaam ; 
therefore, he blessed you still." This must mean that Jehovah 
would not listen to the secret wishes of Balaam's thoughts. 
BflJaam would gladly have earned the rewards offered by Balak, 
but found himself constrained to bless and not to ciurse. 
V. 12: "I sent the hornet before you." There is no single 
instance of victory being secured to the Israelites by the 
miraculous intervention of hornets. The verse says that Og, 
king of Bashan, and Sihon, king of the Amorites, were so driven 
before the Israelites, but in the account of the battles given in 
Numb xxi. no mention is made of the hornet. The promise may, 
therefore, mean do more than this, that Jehovah would strike 
terror into the hearts of their enemies, conveying the idea 
impressively under a vivid metaphor. V. 24 : " The people said 
unto Joshua, Jehovah, our God, will we serve, and his voice will 
we obey." Try to picture the place and the time when these 
words were spoken. Shechem was and is still a town of extra- 
ordinary beauty, situated in a valley between Mounts Ebal and 
Gerizim. The allusions to Shechem in the Bible are numerous 
— ^Gen. xil, 6 ; xxxiii., 18 ; xxxv., 4 ; Joshua xxiv., 25, 26, and 
32; Judges ix., 1, &c; 1 Kings, xiL, 1 and 25; John iv., 5 
(Sychar = Shechem). 



PREDICTIONS OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 

1. Chapter i., 9. — " Jehovah thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest." 

2. Chapter liL, 13. — '^It shall come to pass as soon as the 
soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of Jehovah, the 
Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that 
the waters of Jordan shall be cut ofi* from the waters that come 
down; and they shall stand upon an heap." 

B 
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3. Chapter vi., 26. — "Cursed be the man before Jehovah, 
that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho : he shall lay tlie 
foundation thereof in his first-bom, and in his youngest son 
shall he set up the gates of it" 

For the fulfilment of this |»'ediction see 1 Kings, zvi., 34. 



MIRACLES OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 

1. Crossing of the Jordan. 

2. Falling of the walls of Jericho. 

3. The Sun standing still upon Gibeon, and the Moon in the 
valley of Ajalon, at the battle of Makkedah. 

4. The rain of great stones from heaven on the army of Adoni- 
zedec and his allies^ 

5. God'is sending the Hornets against Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan. 

6. The conquest of Canaan one series of miracles. 



.BATTLES OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 

L The taking of Jericho. 

2. The two assaults upon Ai. 

3. Battle with Adoni-zedec and his allies at Makkedah. 

4. Battle with Jabin and his allies at the Waters of Merom. 



VOWS OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 

1. The vow of the spies to save Rahab, ii., 17. 

2. The vow of Joshua to spare the Gibeonites, ix., 15. 

3. The vow of Joshua and Israel at Shechem to serve God, 
and Gk)d only, xxiv., 21. 



APPEALS TO GOD '*BY LOT," OF THE BOOK OF 

JOSHUA. 

1. In discovering Achan, who had taken of ♦*The Accursed 
Thing." 

2. In allotting the land at Gilgal to Judah, Ephraim, and 
West Manasseh. 

3. In allotting the land at Shiloh to the remaining seven 
tribes. 

4. In allotting 48 cities to the Levites. 
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IMPORTANT NAMES. 

Persons. — Joshua, Rahab, Sihon, Og, Achan, Gjbeonites, 
Anakims, Sheshai, Ahiman, Talmai, Balaam, Levi, Kohath, 
Gershon, Merari, Aaron, Nun, Jephunneh, Caleb, Othniel, 
Acbsah, House of Joseph, Eleazar, Phinehas, Balak, Hamor, 
Shechem. 

Places, &C. — Jericho, Red Sea, Jordan, Shittim, Ai, Valley 
of Achor, Mount Ebal, Mount Gerizim, Heshbon, Ba8han,Gibeon, 
Gilgal, Ajalon, Cave of Makkedah, Waters of Merom, River 
Arnon, Cities of Refuge, Shechem, Shiloh, Hebron (Kirjath-arba), 
Kadesh-bamea, Jebus (Mount Zion), Debir (Kirjath-sepher), 
Timnath-serah, Mount Ephraim, Ed. 



REFERENCES IN OTHER BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE TO 
EVENTS RECORDED IN JOSHUA 

1. Achar the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the 
thing |i,ccursed. — 1 Chron. ii., 7. 

2. He cast out the heathen also before them, and divided 
them an inheritance by line. — Ps. Ixxviii., 55. 

3. The Tabernacle of Shiloh. — Ps. Ixxviii., 60. 

4. Jordan was driven back. — Ps. cxiv., 3. 

5. He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon. — Is. xxviii., 21. 

6. And I will give her the valley of Achor for a door of 
hope. — Hos. ii., 15. (If Israel will put away her sin as she did 
the accursed thing in the Valley of Achor, sbe may again hope 
for the presence of God.) 

7. The sun and moon stood still in their habitation. — Hab. 
iii., 11. 

8. Which also our fathers that came after brought in with 
Jesus (Joshua) into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God 
drave out (Stephen). — Acts vii., 45. 

9. And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of 
Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot (Paul). — Acts 
xiii., 19. 

10. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were 
compassed about seven days. By faith the harlot (innkeeper) 
Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had 
received the spies with peace. — Heb. xi., 30, 31. 
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THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 



This book is supposed to have been written by Samuel. It gives 
a history of Israel from the death of Joshua to that of Samson, 
the thirteenth judge, a period of about 300 years. 

It may be divided into two parts. 

Part I. (Chapters i. to xvi.) giving an account (a) of the 
further Conquest of Canaan ; and (b) of the various defections 
of Israel, and their deliverers to the death of Samson. 

Part II. (Chapters xvii. to xxi.) containing a narrative of events 
which happened probably soon after the death of Joshua, show- 
ing the growth of idolatry and the general corruption of the 
people of Israel. 

There is a diflficulty about the Chronology of Judges. From 
the death of Joshua, 1425, to the accession of Saul, the first 
king, 1095 B.C., is 330 years. St. Paul in his address in the 
synagogue at Antioch, makes it 450. Perhaps he includes the 
120 years of the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon. If so, 
120 added to 330 will make 450 years. 

" He divided their land to them by lot. And after that he 
gave them judges about the space of 450 years." — ^Acts xiii., 20. 

Part I, — Chapter I. 

Judah and Simeon defeat Adoni-bezek at Bezek ; his 

thumbs and great toes are cut ofif ; this he accepts as a just 
retribution — " Three score and ten kings, having their thumbs 
and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my 
table : as I have done so God hath requited me." 

Othniel, Caleb's nephew, takes Debir (Kirjath-Sepher), 

obtains Aohsah, Caleb's daughter as wife, with the upper and 
nether springs. 

The children of Moses' father-in-law (Jethro), the Kenite, 
settle with the tribe of Judah. 

Caleb expels the three sons of Anak from Hebron —this 

being bis inheritance. The Benjamites fail to drive out the 
Jebusites from Jerusalem. The Jebusites retain the possession 
of Mount Zion until' the reign of David. See 1 Chronicles, 
xi., 5, &c. 
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Bethel is taken by Ephraim, the entrance being shown by a 
traitor, who builds another city and calls it Luz, the former 
name of BetheL 



Chapter IL 

At or near Shiloh a messenger of Jehovah appears to the 
Israelites, reminds them of their covenant with God» expostu- 
lates with them for having broken it, and tells them the heathen 
shall be as thorns in their sides, and the gods of the heathen 
shall be a snare to them. 

The people wept bitter tears of remorse, tried to propitiate 
Jehovah by sacrifice, but *' ceased not from their own doings nor 
from their stubborn way." 

The place was known henceforth as Bochim, that is, the 
Weepers, 



Chapters III., IV. 

Servitiide under Chushan-rishathaim, and deliverance 

by OthnieL — For eight years the Israelites were in subjection 
to a King of Mesopotamia. Othniel, a nephew of Caleb, was a 
judge in Israel and led the people to a successful war, after 
which the land had rest for forty years. 

Servitude under Eglon and deliverance by Ehud.— A 

King of Moab, aided by Ammonites and Amalekites, seized 
Jericho (the city of palm trees) and made himself master of the 
country west of the Jordan. 

The Israelites served him and paid him tribute for eighteen 
years. 

Then Ehud, a Benjamite, treacherously stabbed Eglon, and 
blew the trumpet of revolt. Seizing the fords of Jordan, the 
Israelites defeated the Moabites with great slaughter, and 
completely freed their country. The land had rest for eighty 
years. 

Shamgar and the Ox-goad. — On another occasion — the 
time is not known — an Israelite named Shamgar slew six 
hundred Philistines with no other weapon than an ox-goad, and 
delivered his country. 

Servitude under Jabin and deliverance by Deborah 

and Barak. — Jabin, King of Hazor — that is another Jabin, 
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who took the same title as that of the Jabin whom Joshua 
conquered — " mightily oppressed the children of Israel." For 
twenty years they served him, until Deborah, a prophetess 
living in Mount Ephraim, urged Barak to sunamon an army of 
ten thousand men to strike a blow for liberty. The battle took 
place in the plain of Jezreel and ended in the rout of Jabin's 
army. Sisera, the general, took refuge in the tent of a woman 
known as '* Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite," and by her was 
treacherously slain. After this victory the land had rest for 
forty years. 



Chapter V, 

The Song of Deborah and Bai*ak :— 

(a) Verses 1-5. — In praise of Jehovah. 

(b) Verses 6-13. — A review of the state of the land, and an 

appeal to arms. 

(c) Verses 14-17. — Reproach on those tribes that did not 

respond to the summons, viz., Reuben, Gad, Dan, and 
Asher. 

(d) Verse 18. — Eulogy on Zebulon and Naphtali, — "the people 

who jeoparded their lives unto the death." 

(e) Verses 19-22. — A vivid description of the fight : " The stars 

in their courses fought against Sisera. The river of 

Kishon swept them away." 
(/) Verse 23. — A curse on the inhabitants of Meroz ** because 

they came not to the help of Jehovah, to the help of 

Jehovah against the mighty." 
(g) Verses 24-27. — In praise of JaeL 
(A) Verses 28-31. — In pity of the mother of Sisera. "So let 

thine enemies perish, Jehovah ; but let them that love 

him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might." 



Chapters VL, VII., VIII., & IX. 
The Story of Gideon and Abimelech— At the time 

when Gideon was called to deliver his countrymen, the Midi- 
anites were devastating their land. For seven years in succession 
they had come in harvest time and swept off the cattle and the 
crops. 

Gideon was a Manassite — a man of princely appearance 
(viii., 18) and of great courage (vi., 12.). 
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After the visit of the angel, he first built an altar to Jehovah 
and then destroyed an altar of Baal. 

Next we hear of Gideon blowing his trumpet to call his 
neighbours to arms against the Midianites, who were at that 
time swarming in the plain of JezreeL 

As in the case of Deborah and Barak, the men of Zebulon and 
Naphtali assembled in arms. Thirty-two thousand men came, 
but when the usual proclamation was read (Deut. xz.) 
twenty-two thousand returned to their homes and only ten. 
thousand had the heart to fisrht. 

To convince Gideon aud those who were with him that 
Jehovah would effect their deliverance, the tan thousand were 
reduced to three hundred. 

Though the deliverance was to be miraculous, the means were 
to be well-ordered. 

Every man of the three hundred was provided with a trumpet, 
a lamp, and a pitcher; and so placed that they could 
simultaneously approach the camp of Midian from every 
point. About an hour before midnight Gideon blew his trumpet. 
In an instant there was a crash of three hundred pitchers, a 
ring of light from three hundred torches, a noise of trumpets 
on every sida 

The men of Gideon shouted " The sword of Jehovah and of 
Gideon." As the Midianites started to their feet in terror, and 
rushed wildly about, friends were mistaken for foes, and 
"Jehovah set every man's sword against his fellow, even 
throughout all the host." 

Those who were not slain in the camp by their own com- 
panions fled in terror towards the Jordan, where they were slain 
by the men of Ephraim. 

The heads of two princes, Oreb and Zeeb, wece brought by 
some Ephraimites to Gideon ; and a few hours later the two 
kings of the Midianites, Zebah and Zalmun&a, were captured 
and slain by Gideon himself 

After this great victory " the country was in quietness for 
forty years." Gideon declined the honour of being made king 
over Israel when it was pressed upon him, but suggested that 
the earrings of the Midianites should be given him. These he 
employed in making or ornamenting an ephod — the sacred vest- 
ment of the priests — and he set it up in Ophrah, his nditive city, 
as a trophy and a memento of the great deliverance. 

He seems, however, to have enjoyed the dignity saxd exercised 
much of the influence of a king. He lived to a " good old age," 
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and after his death Abimelech, one of his sons, sought and ob- 
tained the title of king^ a title which was recognised however 
by only his own party, the men of Shechem. Abimelech began 
his reign by putting to death all his brothers except Jothajn, 
who escaped, and was heard of no more. (See, however, the 
parable of Jotham. — Chapter ix., vv., 7-21.) 

Abimelech did not long enjoy his dignity. The men of 
Shechem, who had helped him in putting his brothers to death, 
soon learned to fear and bate him. They listened to the 
suggestions of a Canaanite named Gaal, and revolted against 
Abimelech. The insurrection was put down mainly through 
the devotion and loyalty of one of his father's officers, but 
shortly afterwards, while Abimelech was laying siege to Thebez, 
his skull was crushed by a stone which a woman let fall from 
the tower. 



Chapters X., XL, XII. 

Tola, a man of Issachar, judged Israel twenty-three years. 
Jair, a Gileadite, judged Israel twenty-two years. 

The Story of Jephthah.— The Israelites did evil in the sight 
of Jehovah, and served Baalim (idols of Baal). Consequently 
they fell a prey to their enemies. At a time when the Am- 
monites were making a supreme effort to recover their lost 
territories, the people and princes of Gilead sent for Jephthah — 
a man of known courage, whom they had previously sent away 
into exile because there was a stain upon his birth. JephthsJfi 
bargained that if Jehovah should deliver their enemies into 
their hands the Gileadites should restore him to his place 
among the families of Gilead and make him their head. 

To this they readily consented and made him ** head and 
captain over them." 

Jephthah's first step was to seek divine guidance. — "He 
uttered all his words before Jehovah, at Mizpeh''; next he sent 
envoys to the King of Ammon to ask "What hast thou to do 
with me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land)" 

The answer sent back was "Because Israel took away my 
land now therefore restore those lands peaceably." 

Again Jephthah sent envoys, the burden of whose message 
(given at length in Chapter xi., v. 15-27) was "Wilt not thou 
possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So 
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whomsoever Jehovah, our God, shall drive out fiom before us, 
them will we possess." 

It may be well to note here how Jephthah, like Gideon, was 
careful to make it clearly understood by both those who fought 
with him and against him, that it was Jehovah who fought for 
them, Jehovah who gave them victory, Jehovah who dispossessed 
their enemies. 

'*The Ammonites hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah." 
Jephthah vowed if God gave the Ammonites into his hands that 
he would offer up for a burnt offering whatever came forth 
from his house to meet him on his return. 

Jephthah attacked the Ammonites, routed them with great 
slaughter, and completely subdued them. . 

As he returned to his house in Mizpeh, his daughter and 
onlv child came out to meet him. 

Then remembering his rash vow, the triumph of his great 
victory was instantly forgotten in the agony of bis grie£ 

The story is brief and terrible. He did with her according 
to his vow which he had vowed. "And it was a custom in 
Israel that the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah, the Gileadite, four days in a year." 

Between the Gileadites, that is, the descendants of Gilead, a 
Manassite (see Numb, xxvi., 29), and the Ephraimites there 
seems to have been much ill-feeling. The cities of Gilead being 
between £phraim and Manasseb, their inhabitants were taunted 
with being runaways, from both tribes (xii., 4). 

After the victory over the Ammonites, won chiefly by 
Gileadites, the men of Ephraim threatened to bum Jephthah's 
house for not having asked their help in the war. 

The Gileadites, flushed with their successes, were not sorry 
to make it a quarrel with the Ephraimites, fought with them, 
and inflicted enormous losses upon them. 

At the fords of Jordan they stopped every fugitive, and by 
way of testing his statement that he was no Ephraimite, they 
made him say '^Shibboleth." If he mispronounced the word 
Sibboleth, it was taken as a proof of his being an Ephraimite 
and an enemy, and they slew him accordingly. 

Jephthah judged Israel six years. After him — 

Ibzan, of Bethlehem, judged Israel seven years. 
Elozii a Zebulonitjd, judged Israel ten years. 
Abdon, an Ephraimite, judged Israel eight years. 
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There were thus five Judges of whom practically nothing is 
recorded of any note : viz, Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon. 



Chapters XIIL, XIV., XV., and XVI. 

The Story of Samson. For twenty years before Samson 
became a terror to the Philistines, and during the twenty years 
of his judge-ship, the Israelites of the south of Canaan were in 
subjection to the Philistines. Samson was a Danite, and .had 
been consecrated by command of a divine messenger to a special 
service for the whole of his life. 

Like Samuel and John the Baptist, he was a Nazarite for 
life — that is, he was not to use a razor, not to drink wine, and 
not to touch a dead body. See Numb. vi. 

Although thus consecrated, and although "moved by the 
spirit of Jehovah,'' — this is said four times — he never seenas to 
have exercised his great strength with any noble purpose, or with 
the consciousness that he was doing God's work. He seems to 
have been a savage and revengeful giant, bent on seeking his 
own pleasure rather than on delivering his country. 

The stories of his wonderful exploits only show what he 
might have done had he possessed the capacity of Othniel, the 
modesty and energy of Gideon, the grim resolution of Jephthah. 
Of all these men it is said that they were moved by the "Spirit 
of Jehovah." They knew it, and more or less imperfectly gave 
glory to God; but Samson, in the height of his greatest 
triumph, had nothing better to say than " With the jaw of an 
ass have I slain a thousand men." Even in his death, when he 
prayed that strength might once more be given to him, it was 
only that he might be personally avenged on the Philistines. 

The Bible narrative of his exploits may be briefly summarized 
as below: An angel of Jehovah appeared to Manoah and his 
wife, telling them they should have a son who should " begin 
to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines." He was 
also to be a " Nazarite to (Jod " from the day of his birth " to 
the day of his death." 

In due course Samson was born. Jehovah blessed him. The 
spirit of Jehovah began to move him. Going down to Timnath 
he was attacked by a lion, which he seized and " rent as he 
would have rent a kid." 

On his return soon afterwards he found a swarm of bees and 
honey in the carcase. This incident furnished him with the 
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idea of the riddle which he propounded at the feast of his be- 
trothal to a Philistine woman. " Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness." Should his 
(future) wife's friends solve the riddle Samson was to pay a 
forfeit. If they failed, within seven days, to discover the 
explanation they were to pay it. On the seventh day the 
Philistines came with the answer, — "What is sweeter than 
honey 1 And what is stronger than a lion 1 " To which Samson 
made reply, " If ye had not ploughed with my heifer, ye had 
not found out my riddle;" meaning that if they had not 
wormed the secret out of himself by the agency of his (intended) 
wife, they would never have guessed it. To pay the forfeit he 
went to Ashkelon and slew thirty Philistines, taking from them 
the thirty change of garments and the thirty sheets which he 
needed to pay his debt. 

Shortly afterwards, finding that his (betrothed) wife was given 
to another man, Samson avenged himself for the affront by 
catching three hundred foxes, tying a firebrand between the 
tails of every two, and letting them go into the standing corn 
of the Philistines. 

The destruction was so serious that the Philistines, unable to 
to lay their hands upon Samson, visited their wrongs on the 
family of Timnah, and burnt him and his daughter in their 
house. 

Next, we learn that Samson smote the Philistines " hip and 
thigh with a great slaughter," and then went and dwelt on the 
top of the rock Etam. 

Three thousand men of Judah are sent to Etam to expostu- 
late with him for disturbing their relations with the Philistines : 
" Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us ] 
What is this that thou hast done unto us 1" They bind him 
and hand him over a prisoner to the Philistines so as to avert 
their vengeance. Suddenly he breaks his bonds, and snatching 
up the jaw-bone of an ass he slays a thousand of them. He 
prays for water to allay his thirst It is miraculously supplied, 
and he calls the place En-hakkore, that is, the Fountain of 
Prayer. 

On another occasion, he made his escape from Gaza, a " fenced 
city " of the Philistines, by carrying oflF its gate, gate-posts and 
bar, and leaving them on the top of a hill. 

Becoming attached to Delilah he was entreated to tell her 
the secret of his great strength. At first he deceived her, and 
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broke away with ease from the Philistines who tried to seize 
him. At last he said, *^ If I be shaven, then my strength will 
go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other 
man." Watching her opportunity, she employed a man to 
shave him while he was asleep. His strength left him. ^' Je- 
hovah departed from him." The Philistines took him, broug-ht 
him down to Gaza, put out his eyes, and set him to grind iu 
the prison-house. 

This brings us to the last dcene in the story of Samson : On 
a day of sacrifice to Dagon, and of great rejoicing, the people of 
the Philistines said, " Call for Samson, that he may make us 
sport." There were present on that day many of the lords of 
the Philistines, in all about thpee thousand persons. Poor blind 
Samson was led to a conspicuous place iu the centre of the 
building, and feigning weakness, begged the lad who was lead- 
ing him to place him where he could feel the pillars that sup- 
ported the roof, and lean upon them. Then praying that Crod 
would strengthen him " only this once," so that he might be 
avenged of the Philistines for the loss of his sight, he laid hold 
on the pillars, put forth his superhuman strength, and brought 
the roof and the building down with a mighty crash. So died 
Samson, dying with the Philistines, and causing in his death a 
greater destruction of the enemies of his country than he had 
efifected during his life. 



Part II.— Chapters XVII., XVIII. 

The Story of Micah, Jonathan, and the Danites.— 

Sometime during the period already reviewed there was living 
in Mount Ephraim a man called Micah, who had, wo are told, 
a house of gods ; he made images and a sacred vestment and 
set apart one of his sons to be a priest. He was a man of cx)n- 
siderable means, and tried to unite the law of Moses to the 
practices of the Canaanites. A young Levite, who was passing 
that way, was invited by Micah to live with him and enter his 
service as a priest. His wages were to be '* ten shekels of 
silver by the year, a suit of apparel and his victuals." The 
young Levite, whose name was Jonathan, gladly consented, and 
was consecrated to his new duties. " Now,*' said Micah, " know 
I that Jehovah will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my 
priest." 

Shortly afterwards, a band of six hundred Danites, who had 
left their own cities in Judah, on an expedition to the north of 
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Canaan, turned aside to salute the Levite at Micah's house. 
They acted on the information given them by five men, who, as 
spies, had previously ascertained who and what Micah was. 

Their salutation was a blind to conceal their real designs. 
While Jonathan was conversing with the main body outside the 
city the five spies entered Micah's house and carried off his 
graven image, the vestment and the images. Next, they com- 
pelled Jonathan to leave Micah and go with them. Meanwhile 
Micah aroused his neighbours and started in pursuit of the 
Danites. The latter, however, being more numerous and well 
armed, warned him at his peril to give up the pursuit Micah 
returned and is no more heard of. The Danites, with their 
booty and the priest, pressed on till they came to Laish, a city 
at the foot of Mount Hermon ; smote the Amorites who lived 
there, and took possession of the country. 

Henceforth, the city was called Dan, and there Jonathan and 
his descendants continued to exercise priestly functions, and to 
use Micah's graven image *' until the day of the captivity of the 
land." 



Chapters XIX, XX, XXL 

The Story of the Levite of Mount Ephraim.— During 

one of those lawless periods when " every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes," a Levite living in Mount Ephraim 
went to his father-in-law's house to try to recover his wife who 
had grossly misconducted herself, and had left him. 

He started, taking with him a servant and two asses, intend- 
ing "to speak friendly to her, and to bring her again." His 
father-in-law treated him very hospitably, the woman was 
willing to go back, and after five days' feasting the Levite, his 
wife, and the servant set out on their homeward journey. 

It was night when they reached Jebus, and the servant's ad- 
vice was to lodge there till next morning. The Levite objected, 
however, and said, " We will not turn aside hither into the city 
of a stranger; we will pass over to Gibeah." To Gibeah 
accordingly they went, and after some difficulty found a lodging 
in the house of an old man, who " brought them into his house 
and gave provender unto the asses." Now, as "they were 
making their hearts merry " the house was surrounded by a 
band of lewd and worthless men of the town, who demanded 
that the Levite should be brought out. They behaved, in fact, 
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just as the men of Sodom had done on the night when the 
angels came to Lot's house. They killed the wife of the Levite, 
leaving her dead on the threshold of the house. 

In the morning the Levite took up the body of his wife, 
placed it upon one of the asses, and made his way back to 
Mount Ephraim. On reaching his own house he laid out the 
dead woman, and dividing the corpse into twelve pieces with a 
knife he sent them throughout the land of Israel, proclaiming 
his wrongs and demanding vengeance on the wrong-doers. 
From Dan to Beersheba the nation responded to his appeal, and 
four hundred thousand men came to Mizpeh to hear the Levite's 
story. 

It was decided that ten men out of every hundred assemhled 
would be sufficient to overawe the tribe of Benjamin and com- 
pc4 them to give up to justice the men of Gibeah. 

The Benjamites, however, confident in their warlike spirit, 
and having among them "seven hundred chosen men, left- 
handed, who could sling stones at a hair-breadth and not miss," 
declined to allow the other tribes to interfere. 

It was a question not of meddlesome interference, but of 
tolerating the practices of Canaanites, or of putting away abom- 
inable evil from their midst, and so the men of Israel " went 
up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God." The tribe 
of Judah received instruction to attack Gibeah. The result, 
however, was disastrous for Judah ; the Benjamites inflicted 
enormous losses upon them. 

A second engagement succeeded no better, and the Israelites, 
disheartened and amazed, again inquired of Jehovah. Phinehas, 
a grandson of Aaron, standing before the ark said, " Shall I yet 
again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin, my 
brother, or shall I cease ?" And Jehovah said, " Go up, for to- 
morrow I will deliver them into thine hand." By means of an 
ambuscade, and the adoption of tactics like those that succeeded 
at Ai, the Israelites were victorious. Of the whole tribe of 
Benjamin, numbering over twenty-six thousand men, only six 
hundred escaped with their lives, and these took refuge in the 
wilderness. The tribe was all but exterminated. Except these 
six hundred fugitives not a woman, child or beast escaped ; all 
were ruthlessly put to the sword. 

It would seem that at first there was no thought of waging such 
a war of extermination. The Israelites had determined to root 
out the evil committed by the men of Gibeah ; they had made 
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a national and not a tribal aifair of it ; they bad even to wed 
that not one of the four hundred thousand who assembled at 
Mizpeh would give a daughter in marriage to a Benjamite ; but 
the terrible war of extermination • was a direct consequence not 
of the Levite's wrongs, but of the obstinacy and pride of the 
^enjamites. They had permitted men like the Sodomites to 
live amongst them, had sheltered them, and had refused to obey 
the national summons to give up those men to punishment 

When the six hundred remaining Benjamites had been several 
months in enforced separation from their brethren, the other 
tribes began to take compassion upon them. If none of their 
^onaen were allowed to marry these Benjamites the whole tribe 
must become extinct It was then remembered that the inha- 
bitants of Jabesh Gilead had disregarded the Levite's summons, 
and had taken no part against Benjamin. That is to say, the 
men of Jabesh Gilead looked upon the &in of Gibeah, that is, the 
sin of Sodom, with indifiference, and by abstaining from taking 
the national part, had thrown in the weight of their approval 
with the Benjamites. Twelve thousand men were told off to 
smite the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the sword, and to 
spare none except young unmarried women suitable for wives 
for the Benjamites. 

The result of the expedition was that four hundred maidens 
were brought captive out of Jabesh Gilead. There were still 
two hundred to be provided. The elders of the people then pro- 
posed that the Benjamites, who were still without wives, should 
come to Shiloh, and, concealing themselves in the vineyards, 
capture wives from among the maidens who assembled to dance 
at the annual festival. The plan was adopted, and the elders 
took upon themselves the task of reconciling the mothers of the 
girls thus carried off. 

After this, we are told, the Benjamites returned to their own 
inheritance and repaired their ruined cities. 



WORDS, PHRASES, AND POINTS TO BE SPECIALLY 

NOTED. 

Chapter I. — V. 2: "Judah shall go up.'* The tribe of 

Judah led the van in the desert (Numb. x. 14) ; Judah led the 

attack against the Canaanites as stated here ; and Judah was 

the tribe selected first to attack the Benjamites (Judges xx, 18.) 

Y. 16: "The children of the Kenite, Moses* father-in-law." 
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Jethro was a Midianite, the Eenites then were a family of 
Midianites who had thrown in their lot with the Israelites. In 
this passage we learn that they dwelt in the inheritance of 
Judah. In Chapter iv., we learn that another branch of the 
family was settled in Kedesh Naphtali near the waters of 
Merom. In I. Chron. ii., 65, we learn that the Rechabites were 
another family of Kenites dwelling at Jabez and following the 
profession of scribes. 

Chapter II. — V. 13: "They forsook Jehovah and served 
Baal and Ashtaroth." Baal means Lord, The worship of 
Baal was the worship of the Sun. Baalim is the plural form 
to denote the different characters of Baal : e,g.^ Baal-beritb, the 
Lord of Covenants ; Baal-zebub, the Lord of Flies ; Baal-peor, 
the Lord of Opening. Ashtaroth means the Statues or Groves 
of Ashtoreth, the Queen of Heaven, that is, the Moon. It may 
be well to note here that from v. 6 of this Chapter to v. 6 of 
Chapter III., the historian gives a general summary of the 
whole period, and continues the narrative at v. 7. 

Chapter III. — ^V. 13 : "The city of palm trees;" that is^ 
Jericho. Perhaps so called, because little else remained of it 
but the famous avenue of palm-trees. See also Chapter L, 16. 

Chapter iV. — V. 2 : " Jabin, King of Canaan, that reigned 
in Hazor." In Joshua xi., we read of Jabin, King of Hazor, and 
how he was utterly defeated and the city was burnt. Now, 
first, it may be noticed that nearly 150 years mark the interval 
between the two events, — quite long enough for the Canaanites 
to recover their power; — next, that Hazor here may mean the 
district rather than a town , — and lastly, that Jabin may have 
been like Pharaoh and Csesar, a title rather than a name. 
" Harosheth of the Gentiles :" the manufactory of the foreigners. 
Jabin as well as Sisera may have dwelt in this city, the name 
Hazor being retained as part of the old title of the kings. 

Chapter V. — Vv. 6, 7, 8. These three verses add some- 
thing to the brief account of Shamgar (Chapter iii., 31), and 
explain why he had no better weapon than an ox-goad. V. 10 : 
" Speak, ye that ride on white asses :" In Persia, to this day, 
a special breed of white asses is kept up ; and in Bagdad they 
are kept ready saddled and bridled in the streets for the use of 
passengers. To ride on white asses was reserved for those who 
could pay for the luxury. Balaam, going on an eiTand of the 
greatest importance, rode on an ass. Saul's father kept asscH. 
The "great woman" of Shunem, who provided for Elisha, rode 
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on an ass that she might " run to the man of God and come 
again/' II. Kings iv., tv. 8 and 22. See what Job says about 
the wild ass, Job xxxix, 6, 6, 7, 8. V. 12 : " Lead thy captivity 
captive." This is a fine metaphor for struggling for fi«edom 
until victory enables the conquered to triumph over the con- 
queror. V. 15 : " For the divisions of Reuben there were great 
thoughts of heart ;" and v. 16 : " For the divisions of Reuben 
there were great searchings of heart." These words and the 
allusions to the sheepfolds are spoken in severe irony : doubt- 
less Reuben weighed the matter well before deciding not to help 
in the deliverance of his country. The necessities of the flocks 
and herds were, of course, more pressing than the safety and 
welfare of his brethren. V. 19 : " The waters of Megiddo ;" a 
copious stream of water flowing down a gorge into the River 
Kishon. 

Chapter VI. — ^V. 15 : " My family is poor in Manasseh, and I 
am the least in my father's house." See also how Saul depre- 
cated his fitness for the work he was called to do, L Sam. ix., 
21. V. 24 : "Jehovah-Shalom;" Jehovah (is) Peace : Gideon 
called the altar by this name because the angel had said " Peace 
be unto thee ; fear not, thou shalt not die." Compare with 
Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah will provide, Gen. xxiL, 14 ; and " Jeho- 
vah-Nissi," Jehovah my ensign. Exodus xvii, 15. V. 32 : "He 
called him JerubbaaL" This name was given to Gideon by his 
father Joash on the occasion of his throwing down the altar of 
Baal. The word means, Let Baal plead. Y. 36, to the end. 
Read carefully the double sign of the fleece. 

Chapter VII. — V. 5 : " E^ery one that lappeth of the water 
with his tongue, <fec." Note here carefully that it was the men 
who did not rush madly into the water, down on their knees, 
and on all fours, who were selected to save their country. 
Those men only who "lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth," that is, men able to control their thirst and remain 
watchful V. 23 : " The men of Israel gathered themselves 
together out of Naphtali and out of Asher, and out of all Ma- 
nasseh, and pursued after the Midianites." This verse, the next 
two, and the first three of Chapter viii. require to be read 
together, and particularly noted. 

Chapter VIII. — V. 2 : "Is not the gleaning of the grapes of 

Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer." To understand 

this very striking and appropriate figure of speech, it is only 

necessary to remember that Gideon was descended from Abiezer, 

c 
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a leading family in Manasseh. The victory had indeed beeft 
gained not by Gideon and the men of Manasseh, but by the 
intervention of Jehovah. Gideon knew this and acknowledged 
it, so did the three hundred men ; but in the haste and excite- 
ment of the pursuit while following up the victory it was not 
the time to proclaim the miracle. So when the men of 
Ephraim, jealous of the apparent advantage gained by the rival 
tribe of Manasseh, would have snatched the credit of victory 
out of Gideon's hands if they had been able, Gideon showed 
great tact in making the most of the part they had somewhat 
tardily taken in the deliverance of their country : " God hath 
delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 
and Zeeb, and what was I able to do in comparison of yout" 
V. 5 : " Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that 
follow me." The selfish part taken by the people of Succoth 
and of Penuel, and the punishment they drew down upon them- 
selves should be read again and noted. V. 11 : ^* The host was 
secure :" this does not mean that the host was in safety, but 
that believing themselves safe they had laid aside necessary 
precautions of safety. See also Chapter xviii., v. 27, "a people 
that were at quiet and secure." V. 23, "I will not rule over 
you, neither shall my son rule over you ; Jehovah shall rule 
over you." There was dignity and good sense in this answer, 
the more so as Gideon was of princely appearance, and a 
natural leader of men. His saying so showed he was aware 
God had called him not to be a king, but only to effect a 
temporary deliverance and to judge the people. He doubtless 
remembered Deut. xvii., 15, and knew therefore that the time 
for a kingliad not yet come. 

Chapter IX. — Vv. 8 to 15 : The parable of Jotham : This 
deserves careful reading and attention. Abimelech, one of the 
least worthy of Gideon's sons, had just put to death all his 
brothers, seventy men except one. That one was Jotham, the 
youngest son of Gideon, who seems to have imbued this son 
with some of his own feeling in regard to those who lightly 
accept the responsibilities of kingship. From the top of 
Gerizim — the mount of blessings — he shouted in the hearing of 
the men of Shechem his Parable of the Trees " which went 
forth on a time to anoint a king over them." The honour 
declined by the Olive, the Fig, and the Vine, was boastfully 
accepted by the worthless Bramble. And from the Bramble 
there broke out the fire which consumed even the Cedars of 
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Lebanon. Jotham did not wait to note how the men of Shechem 
should apply the parable to themselves. He probably lived 
long enough in his retirement to see his prediction fulfilled. 
Vv. 48, 49 : This story of outttDg down trees suggests the 
moving wood of Bimam in " Macbeth." It is not however a 
point of much importance. Y. 53: ''And all to brake his 
bkull.'' For an explanation of the phrase all-to, and the verb 
to-break, see Abbott's "Shakesp. Gram." §§ 28, 43fi. The 
meaning is — and broke his shall to pieces. 

Chapter XI. — In the last verse of the previous chapter we 
read of the inhabitants of Gilead ; at the commencement of this 
we read of Gilead, the father of Jephthah. It may be well to 
note here (a) that Gilead was a grandson of Manasseh, and (6) 
was the founder of the Gileadites, and (c) of the city called 
Kamoth-gilead in the country called Gilead, situated south of 
the Jabbok, and {d) of the city called Jabesh-gilead on the 
border land of Manasseh. V. 35 : "I have opened my mouth 
unto Jehovah, and I cannot go back." When Jephthah said 
this he probably believed that the command given in Numb. 
XXX., 2, was binding upon his conscience — even to the com- 
mitting of so horrible a deed as sacrificing his own daughter. 

Chapter XII. — In reference to this story of the word " Shib- 
boleth," note howr the jealousy of the men of Ephraim again 
betrays itself. The Gileadites were men of Manasseh, they 
were renegades from both tribes — so said the men of Ephraim — 
and they were not to be allowed to enjoy their triumph. In 
attempting to humble the pride of the Gileadites the Ephraim- 
ites themselves received a crushing humiliation of pride. The 
word " Shibboleth " means either an ear of com or a running 
stream. 

Chapter XIII. — ^Vv. 22, 23 : "We shall surely die, because 
we have seen God." Like Gideon, Manoah was afraid of dying 
after seeing the angel. Note carefully the plain common sense 
of his wife's remarks. V. 25: "Between Zorah and Eshtaol." 
Zorah was the place where Samson was born and was buried. 
Zorah means " nest of hornets." To the Philistines the name 
of the place would have some significance. The Danites would 
seem to have been a tribe of freebooters, dangerous alike to 
friend and foe. 

Chapter XIV. — V. 14: Samson's riddle: "Out of the 
eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness." V. 18 : The answer to it : "What is sweeter than 
honey, and what is stronger than a lion 1" 
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Chapter XV. — V. 9 : " Lehi." This place, rendered memor- 
able by Samson's slaughter of a thousand Philistines with the 
jawbone of an ass, appears to have received its name from the 
occasion. Lehi means jawbone, V. 19 : ** Kamath-lehi," the 
casting away of the jawbone. 

Chapter XVI. — V. 7 : " Seven green withs," seven bands 
made of osiers or willow twigs. 

Chapter XVII. — ^V. 5 : " Micah had a house of gods, and 
made an ephod and teraphim." The ephod ^as a garment 
worn by priests ; teraphim were images. 

Chapter XVIII.— -V. 2 : " The children of Dan sent . . . 
five men . . . from Zorah and Eshtaol." These two cities 
are the same as those with which the story of Samson is 
associated. V. 27 : "A people that were at quiet and secure." 
(See note on Chapter viii., v. 11.) V. 30: "The children of 
Dan set up the graven image," &c. This city of Dan, formerly 
Laish, was one of the places afterwards selected by "Jeroboam, 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin," for the purpose of 
worshipping a golden calf and teaching the Israelites idolatry : 
" These be thy gods, Israel, which brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt." 1 Kings xii., 28, 29. 

Chapter XIX.— V. 22 : " Sons of Belial ;" worthless, law- 
less fellows. 

Chapter XX. — ^V. 1 : " From Dan even to Beersheba ;" 
that is, from one end of Canaan to the other, Dan being the 
extreme north and Beersheba, or the Wells of Abraham, on the 
south border. V. 18: "The house of God." This phrase 
occurs also in v. 26 and in Chapter xxi., v. 2. The house of 
God — so called by Joshua, Chapter ix., 23 — that is, the taber- 
nacle, was at Mizpeh, in Benjamin. 



VOWS OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

1. The elders of Gilead solemnly promised Jephthah, before 
Jehovah at Mizpeh, that if he should be victorious over the 
Ammonites, they would make him their head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead. 

2. Jephthah " vowed a vow unto Jehovah to oflFer up for a 
burnt offering whatsoever first came forth from his house to 
meet him on his return from defeating the Ammonites." 

3. Samson's mother took the vow of a Nazarite for a short 
period — say a year. Samson's vow was that he should be " a 
Nazarite unto God from the womb to the day of his death." 
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The tribes assembled at Mizpeh, after the outrage committed 
at Gibeah, record three vows : — 

4. Not to return to their tents or their houses until the sin 
of Gibeah is put away ; 

5. Not to give their daughters in marriage to the Benjamites ; 
and 

6. That any man not answering the summons to come up to 
Jehovah at Mizpeh should surely be put to death. 



APPEAL TO GOD "BY LOT," OF THE BOOK OF 

JUDGES. 

In Chapter xx., v v., 8 to 11, we learn that it was decided 
by lot that "ten men of a hundred, and a hundred of a 
thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand," that is, ten 
per cent of all the men who obeyed the summons, would be 
sufficient to overawe Gibeah and compel the inhabitants to sur- 
render the offenders to justice. 



MIRACLES OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

1. " The angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staif that 
was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes ; 
and there rose up tire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes. — (Gideon's offering) Chapter vi., 21. 

2. The signs of the Fleece and the Dew. 

3. The victory over the Midianites. 

4. " The angel did wondrously ; and Manoah and his wife 
looked on ; for it came to pass when the flame went up toward 
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of Jehovah ascended 
in the flame of the altar." — (Manoah's offering) Chapter ixiii., 20. 

5. The supply of water to allay Samson's thirst after his 
great exploit of slaying a thousand Philistines with the jaw- 
bone of an ass. — (En-hakkore) Chapter zv., 19. 



GREAT BATTLES OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

1. Ehud's victory over Moab at the fords of Jordan. 

2. Deborah and Barak's victory over Jabin and Sisera at the 
River Kishon. 

3. Gideon's victory over the Midianites. 

4. Jephthah's victory over the Ammonites. 
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REFERENCES IN OTHER BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE TO 
EVENTS RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

1. '' Jehovah sent Jerubboal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and 
Samuel, and delivered you." — 1 SauL xiL, 9 to 11. 

N.B. — Here Bedan denotes either Barak or Abdon. 

2. "Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth ?" — 2 
Sam. zL, 21. 

N.B. — Here Jerubbesheth denotes Jerubbaal, that is Gideon. 

3. " Thou gavest them saviours." — Neh. ix., 27. 

4. '' Do unto them as unto the Midianites ; as to Sisera, as 
to Jabin .... make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb ; 
yea, all their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna." — Ps. IxzxiiL, 
9, 11. 

5. " The slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb." — Isaiah 
X., 26. 

6. **0 Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: 
there they stood ; the battle in Gibbeah against the children of 
iniquity did not overtake them." — Hosea x., 9. 

7. " He gave them judges about the space of 450 years."— 
Acts xiii., 20. 

8. " The time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, 
and of Samson, and of Jephthah." — Heb. xi, 32. 



THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM THE BOOK OF 

JUDGES. 

In order to picture mentally the events recorded in the book 
of Judges, with due regard to proportion and perspective, it is 
necessary to take into account those long periods which the 
sacred historian has passed over in silence, as well as those of 
which the story is left on record. Assuming thirty years as 
the time during which lived the generation that followed dose 
upon the death of Joshua, and adding to them those several 
periods of forty years, eighty years, &c., which are briefly 
named at the end of each judge's story, we get at a total of 
at least three hundred years. Let us picture these long periods 
then as times of prosperity and of peace, of some progress in 
spiritual and national life. On the other hand, if we add 
together the times of " oppression," when the Israelites were 
in subjection to Chushan-rishathaim, Eglon, Jabin, &a, ending 
with the period of forty years when the Philistines had the 
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upper hand, we arrive at a sum total of not more than one 
hundred years, so that it appears the periods of national pros- 
perity were three times as long as those described in the first 
sixteen chapters of Judges. 

Again, we shall do well to note, compare, and contrast the 
two occasions on which the whole nation united to put away a 
national sin : first, when the ten tribes and a half believed that 
Reuben, Gad, and East Manasseh intended to commit idolatry; 
and secondly, when the whole nation assembled at Mizpeh to 
put away the sin of Gibeah. The first is narrated at the close 
of the book of Joshua, the second at the close of the book of 
Judges. 

Reviewing the whole period in the light of these considera- 
tions we may conclude that it is intended we should learn : — 

1. That weakness and spiritual decay are consequences of 
disunion; that apostasy follows schism; and that national 
decay is the inevitable result of loss of religious principle. 

2. " That friendship begun in wickedness cannot stand."— 

Bp. Hall. 

Kg. — Between the Israelites and the Canaanites; between 

Micah and Jonathan the Levite ; between Abimelech and the 

Shechemites ; between Samson and Delilah ; between Sisera and 

Jael. 

3. That a personal influence, or even a general revival of 
religion, has no permanence without settled institutions. 
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THE BOOK OF RUTH. 



This story belongs to the days when the Judges ruled, but 
to what particular period is uncertain. It would seem to be 
that of some early Judge, for JBoaz was bom of Rakah, who 
received into her house the spies of Joshua. Some think the 
period was that of Gideon, as it is said " There was a famine in 
the land." The only famine we read of in "Judges" was in 
his time, when the Midianites '' destroyed the increase of the 
earth, . .* . . and left no sustenance for Israel." — 
(Judges vL, 4.) See Matt, i., 5. 

The Book of Ruth is a short history of the domestic affairs of 
one particular family, that of Elimelech of Bethlehem-judah. 
Into this family Ruth, a Moabitess, was received by marriage, 
and from her our Lord was descended. We may analyse the 
book as follows : Chapter i., giving the afflictions of Naomi 
and Ruth ; Chapter ii., their humility and industry ; Chapter 
iii., describing their alliance with Boaz ; and Chapter iv., their 
happy settlement, and the birth of Ohed^ an ancestor of David 



THE NARRATIVE. 

Elimelech was a man of position in the town of Bethlehem- 
judah. A famine having visited his country, he emigrated to 
the land of Moab, and took with him his wife, with Mahlon and 
Chilion, their two sons. These married two daughters of Moab, 
Orpah and Ruth, but died in the course of ten years, as did 
their father ElimelecL Left desolate in the land of the stranger, 
and the famine in Canaan being over, Naomi resolved to return 
home, but advised her daughters-in-law to remain with their 
people and their gods. This Orpah did, but Ruth with true 
affection clung to the aged NaomL "Intreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return fh>m following after thee ; for whither thou 
goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God. Where thou diest 
will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me 
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« 

and more also, if aught but death part thee and me." They 
arrived at Bethlehem-judah about the beginning of the barley- 
harvest, and Ruth was obliged to glean behind the reapers for 
their support. Directed by Providence, she went into the fields 
of Boaz, a kinsman of her husband's, and a person of great 
wealth in the district. Seeing her thus engaged, he inquired 
about her, and was made acquainted by his servants with her 
story. He addressed her kindly, and desired her to mix with 
his maidens and regularly to partake of their meals. He also 
commanded the reapers to let her glean among the sheaves, and 
as they passed along to drop handfuls of corn for her use. Thus 
she was employed until the close of wheat harvest, when by 
direction of Naomi she claimed from Boaz his fulfilment of the 
kinsman's part. Boaz informed her that there was a kinsman 
nearer than himself, whose duty it was to protect her; but 
promised to make her his wife should this kinsman decline to 
do so. He did decline, and in the gate of the city, before ten 
elders, the kinsman's right was transferred to Boaz. He then 
married Ruth and had a son called Obed, who was the grand- 
father of David and ancestor of our Lord. Thus our Lord was 
descended from Ruth, the Moabitess, and Rahab the harlot, 
who was the mother of Boaz. 



WORDS, PHRASES AND POINTS TO BE SPECIALLY 

NOTED. 

Chapter I. — V. 1. — "Bethlehem-judah": Bethlehem in 
Judah is a large village six miles from Jerusalem. There are 
Latin, Greek, and Armenian convents there, and a Church of 
the Nativity much frequented by pilgrims from all parts of the 
world. There is another town in Zebulon called Bethlehem. 

V. 2. : " Ephrathites of Bethlehem-judah :" Ephrath and 
Ephrathah are more ancient names of Bethlehem. The two 
names are used together in Micah Y., v. 2, in his famous predic- 
tion about the birth-place of the expected Messiah. Beth-lehem 
means "House of Bread." 

V. 20. : " Call me not Naomi, call me Mara." Her great 
affliction made the contrast between her name and her lot pain- 
ful to her ; it was no longer appropriate to call her Pleasantness, 
so she wished her friends rather to call her Bitterness, 
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Chapteb 2. — V. 4 — ^Boaz saluted his reapers on first coining 
among them in the day — ** Jehovah be with you/* And they 
answered him — " Jehovah bless thee." 

V. 13. : "Though I be not like unto one of thine hand- 
maidens." From this we learn that the Moabites were different 
in features or complexion from the Israelites. Yv. 15, 16. : 
" Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not ; 
and let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and 
leave them that she may glean them, and rebuke her not." 

Boaz's liberality far exceeded what was customary. The law 
about gleaning was as follows : ^' When ye reap the harvest of 
your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the comers of thy field 
. . . . When thou cuttest down thine harvest, and hast 
forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it ; it 
shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow. 
When thou beatest thine olive tree thou shalt not go over the 
boughs again ; it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, 
and for the widow. When thou gatherest the grapes of thy 
vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward ; it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow." — (See Lev. xix., 
9, and Deut. xxiv., 19, 20, 21.) 

Chapter III. — ^V. 11. — "And now, my daughter, fear not; I 
will do to thee all that thou requirest ; for all the city of my 
people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman." 

Boaz was an elderly man, if not an old man ; Euth was still 
young. In taking the course she did to draw his attention to 
her she acted on the advice of her mother. Boaz, at first taken 
by surprise, quickly remembered her for her goodness to Naomi, 
and recognised as much by her action as by her request that 
she had come to claim his fulfilment of the duties of a kinsman. 
To understand the case it must be remembered that Elimelech 
had property in Bethlehem — that he had died without leaving 
an heir — and that Hebrew custom and law had provided that 
in such cases property should not be lost to a family. The 
custom is explained in Chapter iv. in the words of Boaz, w. 4, 
5. The law is laid down in Deut xxv., vv. 5 — 10, which 
should be read attentively. Briefly, however, it amounts to 
this : " In the case of a widow being left without children, the 
nearest of kin on her husband's side had the right of marrying 
her, and in the event of his refusal the next of kin ; with him: 
also rested the obligation of redeeming the property of the 
widow, if it had been either sold or mortgaged." (Smith's 
Diet, of the Bible.) 
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Chapter IV. — V. 1 : " Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat 
him down there/' V. 2. : '^ And he took ten men of the elders 
of the citj, and said, Sit ye down here/' In oriental cities the 
gate was the place of public business of all kinds, and men sat 
down while discussing the details of it. *' Judges and officers 
shalt thou make thee in all thy gates." Deut. xyi., v. 18 : '*If 

a man have a stubborn and rebeUious son he shall 

bring him out unto the elders of his oity, and unto the gate of 
his place." Deut. zxL, yt. 18, 19. : ** And when he that doth 
flee unto one of those cities (of refuge) shall stand at the enter- 
ing of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in the 
ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city 
unto them, and give him a place that he may dwell among 
them " Josh, xx., v. 4. V. 4 : " I thought to advertise thee :" 
this means no more than / thought it only right to turn your atten- 
tion to the circumstance, Y. 6. : '' Lest I mar mine own inherit- 
ance." We are not told how it would injuriously affect the kins- 
man's property if he married Ruth ; but a careful study of the law 
of succession as given in Deut. xxl,yy. 15, 16, 17, will suggest 
one way in which by taking a second wife, even with property, 
a man would mar if not his own at leant his son's inheritance. 
The point to note is this : since the eldest son was to have a 
double portion, in the case of two sons each portion would be 
one-third, in the case of three sons one-fourth, and so on. 
V. 7 : "A. man plucked off his shoe." What took place between 
the kinsman and Elimelech was not quite the same as that laid 
down for such cases in Deut. xxv., y. 9. The difference should 
be noted, and it is a fair inference to draw if we say that in the 
present instance the kinsman gave a satisfactory reason for not 
redeeming Naomi's property and marrying Ruth, because that 
part of the ceremony was omitted which cast shame or reproach 
upon the man who did not fulfil the usual obligation. Y. 11 : 
'* Like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of 
Israel" Jacob, or Israel, was the father, and Rachel and Leah 
the mothers of the twelve patriarchs whose names belong to the 
twelve tribes of the Israelites. Y. 12 : "Let thy house be like 
the house of Pharez." To understand this read the last five 
yerses of this book. Compare the good wishes of Boas's friends 
with the blessing pronounced on Rebekah : " Be thou the 
mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the 
gate of those which hate them." (Gen. zxiv., v. 60.) 
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THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM THE BOOK OF 

RUTH. 

1. God's watehful care over individuals. Naomi thought 
that Jehovah ** had dealt very bitterly with her." In a short 
time it was made very apparent that he had not left her with- 
out "a restorer of her life, and a nourisher of her old age." If 
she had lost her husband and her sons, she had gained a 
daughter *' better to her than seven sons." 

2. A warning against exclusive pride in the Chosen People. 
A Grentile is the Heroine of one of the Sacred Books. The 
Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers 
of God's promises. Eph. iii., vv. 6 — 9. 
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EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ON JOSHUA, JUDGES, 

AND RUTH. 



Joshua: A. 

1. Where were the Israelites encamped at the time when 
Joshua received orders to ** go over this Jordan, thou and all 
this people?" 

2. Give some proof of Rahab's faith, her courage and energy, 
her thoughtfulness for others. 

3. What sign did Joshua give to the Israelites that Jehovah 
would without fail drive out the Canaanites before them 1 

4. After crossing the Jordan, where did the Israelites eu- 
camp 1 Mention some circumstance which determines the time 
of year when they passed over. 

5. Enumerate, in order, the sieges and battles which were 
conducted on the west of Jordan under the generalship of 
Joshua. 

6. What was the inheritance of the children of Levi ) 

7. Where did the Gadites and Danites settle 1 

8. Tell the story of the altar of Ed. 

9. Give a sketch of Joshua's character. 

10. What was the covenant that Joshua made with the 
Israelites shortly before his death ? 



Joshua : B. 

1. ** All that thou commandest us we will do, and whitherso- 
ever thou sendest us we will go." Under what circumstances 
and by whom were 'those words spoken ? 

2. What was the token by which the spies undertook to 
keep their oath with Eahab 1 

3. Describe the circumstances under which the waters of the 
Jordan were arrested in their course, and also those under 
which they flowed on again after the Israelites had crossed. 
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4. With what events are the following places associated, 
Gilgal, Shiloh, Shechem, Timnath-serah ) 

5. What was the sin of Achan? How was it found out? 
How punished 1 

6. Upon what occasion, and by whom, were the following 
words used: 'SSun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou 
Moon, in the valley of AjaJon " I 

7. Who was Caleb I Why did he get a special inheritance ? 

8. What means were taken to make a fair division of the 
land of Canaan among the tribes of the Israelites ) 

9. Name the Cities of Befuge. Describe the situation of 
somie of them. 

10. "If the land of your possession be unclean, then pass ye 
over unto the land of the possession of Jehovah, wherein 
Jehovah's tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession among us." 

Describe fully the circumstances under which the foregoing 
words were spoken. 



Judges : A. 

1. Name the judges who are mentioned before Barak and 
Deborah, and state briefly what they did for their country. 

2. What reference is there to Shamgar in the song of Deborah 
and Barak ) Quote the words. 

3. "Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." To 
whom were those words addressed and under what circum- 
stances ^ 

4. Describe the circumstances under which Zeba and Zal 
munna were put to death. 

5. What was the parable of Jotham ? 

6. Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth 
thee to possess 1 So whomsoever Jehovah our God shall drive 
out from before us them will we possess ?" 

Who spoke these words ? Tell the story to which they refer. 

7. When Manoah said " We shall surely die because we have 
seen God," what reply did his wife make 1 

8. Tell the story of Samson's riddle. 
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9. Under what circumstances did Samson die ? 

10. Why did the other tribes make war upon the tribe of 
Benjamin 1 What were some of the consequences of that war 1 



Judges: B. 

1. Who were the allies of Eglon, the King of Moab, at the 
time when he subdued the Israelites ? 

2. *' He went and smote Israel and possessed the city of palm 
trees." Explain this statement. 

3. What tribes did Barak summon to his assistance when he 
went to war against Jabin 1 Tell the story of the battle. 

4. Explain the following allusions in the Song of Deborah 
and Barak : — 

(a). Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek. 

(6). For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings 
of heart. 

(c). He asked water and she gave him milk ; she brought 
forth butter in a lordly dish. 

{({), Lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam. 

5. Why was Gideon called Jerubbaal 1 Give the story fully. 

6. How is it known that Gideon was a man of striking 
appearance, of great courage, and of a retiring disposition 1 

7. "A certain woman cast a piece of a mill-stone upon 
Abimelech's head and all to brake his skull." To what circum- 
stance does this verse refer? Explain the last phrase. 

8. What stories are there in the book of Judges which are 
associated with Zorah and Eshtaol and Laish ? 

9. Which of the judges were said to be moved by the " Spirit 
of Jehovah]" In what respect beside his great strength did 
Samson differ in a very marked degree from the other judges ? 

10. When Hosea says "0 Israel, thou hast sinned from the 
days of Gibeah .... the battle in Gibeah against the 
children of iniquity . . . . " to what circumstance narrated 
in Judges does he refer 1 



Ruth. 



1. What instructions did Boaz give to the reapers when he 
saw Ruth gleaning ? 
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2. What was the law about gleaning 1 

3. Why was it necessary that Naomi or Ruth should claim 
the assistance of the next of kin 1 

4. What was the law as to the duties of the next of kin ? 

5. The transfer of the nearest kinsman's duties to Boaz are 
described as taking place in the gate of the city : Quote other 
passages in Joshua and Judges showing the use made of the 
gate of a city. 

6. How does the story of Ruth bear upon the Gospel 
narrative of the New Testament ? 
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